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Fighting in Laos,Cambodia
Growing, Hill Report Warns

By Murrey Marder
Washingion Pos_t Staff Writer

Fighting in Laos and Cam-
hadia is increasing in intensity
ander “deteriorating”™ condi-
ions.even if the war is wind-
Ing down in South Vietnam, a
Senate staff report warned
vesterday.

“Present U.S. policies -offer
“fiothing: but the prospect of
more-of the same, at higher
cost,” ~in - these two nations
while*'U.8. troops continue to
be withdrawn from South
Vietnam, the report said.

A8 -a cresult,
States is’ becommg heavily re-
liant'on Thailand “as a base
fot c0ntmuing war” in Indo-
Lhma a0s

“ommunist takeover,
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“pregulars’—to-fight in Laps,:

mhmh has “mrnumvented”
was

While the United States|

the United|

|

“continyes to encourage Thai’

involvement .in the Indochina
war,”+.-Thailand’s - uneasiness
about U.8. overtures toward
China. is-arousing questions in
Thailand about “the wisdom
of.greater involvement” in the
confliet,

These findings were Iin-
,.d‘n'ﬂ.'éa inihe Eﬁzﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁ oha

ry e

‘V .
memm T DMoIT]
~84-page;report. i il clgs-
- e

“Thalland Laos and Cambodia

—January, 1972 based on

{igld studies by staff investiga-

~tets-James G. Lowenstein and
Bichard M. Moose.

“It has been very difficult to
wring out the truth about just
what we are doing there,” said
Symington in discussing the
latest in a series of investiga-
tions on U.S. commitments in
Indochina.

No figyres appea1 in the

published summary of the re-|
port, Which was released after |
a review yesterday by mem-
bers‘bf the full committee.

f warfare "In
ambodla to fore-

-t-he—-af—ﬁeehneness,bnf pregent

icy:
N"‘QWS ‘accounts . have re-
portectl that- 6,000 to 8,000 . S

financ¢éd- 'Thau “1rregulaxs

which " eritics: call “mercenar-|

les,” are operating in Laos.
The report again challenged
the administration’s definition
of these troops as “local]
forees,” exempt from legisla-
tive prohibitions on * “third:
country” forces. The report
also said that while U.S. forces

- Investigators

and advisers have been kept
out of Cambodia, as the law’
requirces, it is “too soon” to de-
termine if limits of $350 mil-
lion in U.S. aid for Laos this
vear, and $341 million for
Cami)odla, “will be observed.”
The summarv said, in part:

-

“The military situation is
currently worse in Laos than

lat any-time since 1962, and

worse than ever in Cambodia.
This is true despite the.vast
-expenditures, despite the U.S,
and South Vietnamese incur-
sions into Cambodia, and de-
spite the South Vietnamese
invasion of Laos” last year.

In Laos and Cambodia, the
stated, they
could find no plans other than
“to continue to pursue the pol-
icies which thus far have
served to intensify the de-

I

structive impact of the war,
while failing to arrest the de-
teriorating military, political
and economic situations in
those two countries.”

In Thailand, the report said,
it is time to “put on a more
candid basis” the real reasons
for extensive military and eco-
nomic aid, in place of the
standard justification of com-
bating. - the “insurgency”
threat, The United States, the
reportisaid, has paid “a heavy
indirect price”  for making
Thailand a principal base in
Southeast Asia.
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THE EVENING STAR

U.S. Troop

Buﬂdub

In Thailand Denied

PI) — _
ficial spokesman for the UE
mﬁdmﬂmpﬁﬁ
k. Senate investigators- that
n a heavy build-

[ in

In Mid-1969 there were about
49,000 U.S. servicemen in
Thailand, the spokesman said,
and reductions announced in
late - 1969 and early 1970
brought the total down to the
present strength of about
32,000,

He said there have been no
U.S. troop withdrawals since
early 1970 and the report
there was a buildup “is in er-

ror.” .
James G- Lowenstein. and
Richard M. Moose, investiga-

‘ m._inn.the.ﬁﬂnate Foreign

aended Jegislatijon to a

ili _ r of
: : 13 -
dand., i

In a 96-page report to the
committee, the tiwo said Thai-
land was becomting the base
for all U.S. wmperations in
Southeast Asia and soon will
have half as, mary American

military personnel as there
are in Vietnam. ;

he report is classified se-
cmmrtjmmg-
ton,D:Mo furgished a_hrief
summar;Mmu
Washington.

The Embassy spokesman
declined comiment except to
give the withgrawal figures
which were amnounced jointly
by the U.S. arnd Thai govern-
ments at the times the reduc-
tions were completed almost
two years ago. :

bAGE

Approved For Release 2002/01/10 : CIA-RDP74B00415R000100110068-1

s 4

e t—————————.



